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Mitchell tennis numbers growing 

By: Brooke Cersosimo, The Daily Republic  

At the first Mitchell Middle School tennis meeting of the year, Chad Larson noticed every desk was 

filled. 

“I don’t ever remember walking into the first meeting and seeing that many kids,” said Larson, who is 

the Mitchell Kernels boys’ tennis assistant coach. 

The team has 31 students out this season, which 

is up from last year’s 19. Twenty-one of those 31 

players are in middle school and 10 players have 

never picked up a tennis racquet before the first 

practice. 

“It’s good for the future for us, especially because 

we’re considered a young team on the varsity 

level,” Larson said. “We look for some good 

things down the road.” 

The boom of boys’ tennis players in Mitchell is a 

result from a combination of things. 

Many of the newcomers were prompted to come 

out for the sport by Mitchell head coach Pat 

Moller, who also coaches seventh-grade boys’ 

basketball. 

“That’s where we got some beginners,” said 

Larson, who is in his ninth year of coaching. “I 

think those younger kids enjoyed having Moller in basketball and wanted to try tennis. He’s bringing 

the surge of youth into the program and made a big difference this year.” 

Mitchell also has several youth programs through the Mitchell Parks and Recreation Department and 

United States Tennis Association, which Larson hopes they continue to help increase tennis 

enrollment. Tyler Osterloo, a former Mitchell High School No. 1 tennis player, and Brenden Lehr, 

who is the Kernels’ No. 6 player this year, run the junior programs. 

“Having those players that are skilled and likable has helped keep kids out,” Larson said. 
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In coaching nearly 20 kids in every practice, Larson has needed assistance and is getting just that 

from Ken Chan. Chan works full-time at Trail King and is a volunteer assistant coach. 

“He’s definitely helped me coach because I couldn’t do it alone,” Larson said. “With this many 

beginners, it’s hard to give a lot of time to each player because it is such an individualized sport.” 

Grace Grabenstein, a sophomore at Mitchell High School and a member of the girls’ varsity tennis 

team, also volunteers to help coach the junior varsity players.  

“We breakup the kids every day into different groups and shift things around, so they aren’t working 

with the same people all of the time,” Larson said. “But the volunteer assistants are so helpful.” 

Larson said the overall chemistry of the Kernels from top to bottom is really encouraging to him and 

Moller and the success that some of the middle school players have accomplished already is 

uncanny. 

Three middle schoolers — Jacob Dahme, Carter Cavanaugh and Adam Loes — traveled with the 

varsity team to Pierre Tuesday for the Kernels’ first match of the season. The trio went 8-2 on the 

day with Dahme and Cavanaugh, who has been playing the sport for three weeks, winning all of 

their matches. Loes first stepped on the court three weeks ago as well and went 1-2 on the day. 

“They’ve never played the game and all of a sudden, they’re on the court playing a serious tennis 

match and came out and performed remarkably well,” Larson said of Cavanaugh and Loes. 

Many of the junior varsity players will get an opportunity to play in their first match on April 20 when 

the Kernels host the Mitchell Middle School Jamboree at 9 a.m. at Hitchcock Park. Brandon Valley, 

Madison and Pierre have committed to playing in the jamboree. 

Throughout the season, there will be up to three events that the middle school players can compete 

in. 

Larson said the junior varsity kids are improving already this season and is optimistic about where 

the future will lead. 

“I never get tired of seeing the joy and excitement of seventh-graders who win points against varsity 

players,” he said. “They just light up.” 


